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Body Condition Scores — Sheep/Goats

Spine prominent and sharp

No fat cover

Transverse
process sharp

Fingers
easily pass
under

Condition 1 - Emaciated

Spine prominent and smooth

Thin fat cover l Muscles medium depth

Transverse
proceses
rounded

Fingers go
under with
pressure

Condition 2 - Thin

Spine rounded and smooth

Moderate fat Muscles full

cover
Transverse

process snuith
and rounded

Fingers
need hard
prossure

Condition 3 - Average findends

Fat cover thick

Spine detectable only as a line

Condition 4 - Fat

Fat cover

Muscles full very thick

Spine not detectable very dimple over spine

Transverse
processes
Transverse
cannot be
felt process nor
detectable

Condition 5 - Obese

Muscles full

Adapted from “Body Condition Scoring of Sheep” by J.M. Thompson and H. Meyer (Oregon State University)

U K UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
College of Agriculture

T e, Y9 5 PO




BODY CONDITION SCORE (BCS)

Score 1

Emaciated

OF SHEEP AND GOATS

Score

Score
Obese

Score
4.5

No muscle or
fat cover:
spinous pro-
ceses sharp-
and prominent
transverse
processes
sharp, fingers
easily auter

Very little
no fat cover;

spinous
prominent
transverse
processes
sharp; fingers
easily pass
under with

Very little

muscle deph,

no fat cover;
spinous
processes
rounded;
transverse
processes
rounded

Moderate to
deep muscle,
moderate fat
cover; spinous
processes
rounded;
firm pressure
to feel

Very deep
moscle, thick
fat cover;
spinous
processes
smouth and
rounded;
transverse
roundeset
firm pressure

Extremely
deep muscle,
very thick
fat cover;
spinous
processes
not detec-
tabale

telt onlyith
firm pressure

Extremely
deep muscle,
very thick
fat cover;
spinous
processes
not detec-
tabale
cannotbele
felt
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Fig. 1.120 Eight Dorset cross ewes showed Fig. 1.121 Many of the fat ewes refused to
clinical signs suggestive of pregnancy toxaemia.  eat the average-quality hay that was provided.
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Table 3. Stages of Lambing and Kidding, Related Events, and Duration

Stage Events Ewe lamb or Ewe or doe
doeling duration duration
Stage One: Preparatory Lamb or kid rotates to upright position. 6 to 12 hours 4 to 8 hours
(dilation of cervix) Uterine contractions begin.

Female is very restless.

Stage Two: Delivery Lamb or kid enters birth canal. 1 to 4 hours Less than 1 hour
(expulsion of fetus) Water sac appears.
Water sac ruptures.
Front feet and head protrude first.

Lamb or kid is delivered.

Stage Three: Cleaning Ewe or doe straining decreases. 1 to 8 hours 1 to 8 hours

(expulsion of placenta) Button attachment between uterus and placenta
relaxes and separates.

Placenta is expelled.

Source: Adapted from G.H. and D.B. Hudson. 1988. Assisting The Beef Cow At Calving Time. Univ. of Nebraska
G81-539A.

Lincoln. Agricultural Publication
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ormal Birthing
position. Both rear
feet are coming first.

Normal Birthing
position for two Kids

NOT normal. "one front
leg bent back".
You need to reach in and
gently pull the "bent
back" leg forward.

NOT normal. "Head bent back™
nl You need to reach in gently push and
B push the kid back, try to get
the head to face forward.

Kidding Posit

1ons

Breech Birth. Butt first. Assistance may
be needed. Push kid back in,
maneuver one rear leg so
it is coming first, and
then maneuver the other leg forward.

Normal Birthing
position. Both front feet
and head forward
single kid.

NOT normal. 2 kids are trying to come
at once. Reach in gently and feel
which parts belong to which
kid. Push one kid back, to allow the other
kid to come first.
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FIGURE 1. Relationships of milk yield (—), body weight (---)
and feed intake (- ) of lactating goats.

Body stores Body steres
used for regained for
next lactation

milk production

—-—
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MONTHS OF LACTATION
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